Name ______________________________                                 Date ________
The Great Depression

A Tale of Two Presidents
Directions: Read the two speeches by both presidents and answer the DBQ that follows, challenging each of their approaches towards the fight against the Great Depression.
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Herbert Hoover (1929-1933)

“This is not an issue as to whether the people are going hungry or cold in the United States. It is solely a question of the best method by which hunger and cold can be prevented. It is a question as to whether the American people on the one hand will maintain the spirit of charity and of mutual self-help through voluntary giving and the responsibility of local government…My own conviction is strongly that if we break down this sense of responsibility, of individual generosity to individual, and mutual self-help in the country in times of national difficulty and if we start appropriations of this character we have not only impaired something infinitely valuable in the life of the American people but have struck at the roots of self-government.”

1) How does President Hoover believe the Great Depression should be handled? (Circle)
a. The government needs to step in.     

b. People need to get involved more.
c. The states must help the people recover.
Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933-1945)
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“This great Nation will endure as it has endured, will revive and will prosper. So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself…The Nation asks for action, and action now.  Our greatest primary task is to put people to work. This is no unsolvable problem if we face it wisely and courageously. It can be accomplished in part by direct recruiting by the Government itself…I shall not evade the clear course of duty that will then confront me.”
2) How is President Roosevelt’s approach in fighting the Great Depression different from Hoover’s?

    ______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________.

3) Which president do you believe had the better attitude towards the Great Depression?

      Circle:   Herbert Hoover          Franklin D. Roosevelt
Why?

_________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________.
